128             JAPAN'S  FOREIGN  POLICIES

denying the commercial treaty telegram my political
treaty message got a tacit though unintended confirmation,
and was subsequently fully proved by the publication of
the official documents.1

Not the least interesting of the incidents^ connected
with this matter were the efforts made to control the news
emanating from Japan. It is significant of the mgnner
in which the wires to America were controlled that the
first telegram received in Japan from that country after
the publication of the official documents mentioned above,
read as follows :

The diplomatic communications exchanged between the U.S.
and Japanese Governments on the Californian question have been
published, and all the papers are commenting upon them. General
surprise is expressed at the unexpectedly firm attitude taken by the
Japanese Government.

If the Japanese agitators were able to mould or suppress,
which was the alternative course, the news to America,
they were unable to influence the correspondents of
European newspapers and agencies. The promoters of
the Nishi-Bei-Doshikai invited a number of us to lunch
to invoke our aid on the Japanese side, and Baron
Shibusawa and Mr. Nakano both made speeches on the
" Dites bien de nous" argument. As this function
followed shortly after a series of fanatical anti-American
demonstrations, I at the time thought it rather funny.
Being put up by my colleagues to reply to the Baron's
speech, I said :

Baron Shibusawa has been kind enough, in company with Mr.
Nakano, to invite us here to-day to lay before us his views on the
unfortunate situation at present prevailing between America and
Japan. I do not think that it would be any part of my duty to
make any remarks on that situation, although I am in entire agree-
ment with the Baron in the view that it would be a most deplorable
thing if matters were permitted to take any untoward development.
Our hosts may rest assured that the foreign members of the Press

1 Diplomatic Negotiations between the Imperial Japanese Government
and the Government of the United States regarding the Californian Land
Question. Published at Tokio by IJ, Foreign Office, June 25, 1914.